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It all started about 60 years 
ago when I was a child. I’m Larry 
 Koehl, Supt. of Volunteers among 
other things. Don Oeters refers to me 
as the Project Manager.

I’ve been interested in trains 
since my earliest recollections. It 
could be genetic, to a lesser degree it 
could have been environmental. My 
Dad and oldest brother (I’ve got four 
older brothers, and three sisters, two 
younger) were interested in trains and 
they dabbled in model railroading but 
didn’t have a layout.

I attended St. Stephen school in 
Newport, KY as a fi rst grader. The 
L&N ran down the center of Saratoga 
street right past the school playground 
and over the L&N Bridge, now known 
as the Purple People Bridge. At lunch-
time or during recess while we were 
out on the playground I would hear a 
train coming. Invariably, that was the 
cue for sister to come out ringing the 
bell for everyone to go back in. Need-
less to say I was the last kid back in 
the building hanging back straining 
to catch a glimpse of the train, Those 
were the very last days of steam and I 
regret that my recollections of steam 
locomotives from that time are at best 
vague. I do remember the sadness I 
felt when the rusted hulks of dead 
locomotives went by headed for the 
scrap yard. Diesels were inevitable 
and I guess OK, but I sure wish they 
were still running steam.

Like most I played with toy 
trains as a child. Every business trip 
Dad went on, he’d bring me back some 
kind of toy, almost always a train. I 
have a foggy memory (some would say 
that fog has never lifted) of a Lionel 
Standard Gauge set we had—a BIG 
(it sure seemed big at the time) green 
NYC Electric locomotive and a couple 

of BIG green passenger cars. Dad 
traded it for American Flyer stuff 
that we played with off and on over 
the years. I much preferred two rail 
anyway. In my high school and col-
lege days I had an HO layout in the 
basement of the very home in which 
I am presently living.

Upon graduation from Xavier 
University with a BSBA I became 
gainfully employed as a Data Pro-
ceesing Instructor at the Northern 
Kentucky State Vocational- Technical 
School. Although a business major 
in college, teaching had a better life 
expectancy than the alternative at that 
time. My three years of experience as 
a student employee of the fl edgling 
Xavier University Computer Center 
along with the college degree quali-
fi ed me for the job. For some unknown 
reason I ended up sticking with that 
job for 28 years retiring from it the 
ripe old age of 49.

After receiving my first pay-
check, I indulged in a practice that has 
became a habit that is with me to this 
day. I started buying railroad books. 
I wanted to know about individual 
railroads, steam locomotives, how 
the railroads in America developed 
and son on. About the same time I 
began working for a living I also got 
involved with the Cinder Sniffers ful-
fi lling a dream getting involved with 
real locomotives that one can ride on. 
I was very active in that organization 
for many years but not so since being 
seduced by G-scale trains.

Due to my association with the 
Cinder Sniffers, I became associated 
with Paul Busse, who, as a landscape 
architect and train enthusiast, was 
building garden railroads—a new and 
upcoming form of model railroading. I 
remember as a young teenager imag-

ining a train running through my 
mother’s rock garden but decided the 
trains wouldn’t hold up outside and 
dismissed the thought. Then came 
G-scale! I resisted until the American 
style narrow gauge trains appeared 
on the scene—I got hooked. Paul 
was involved in The Garden Railway 
Company and I did odd jobs for him, 
taking some of the pay in the form of 
trains. G-scale was supposed to be a 
secondary thing for me.

Somewhere in there I was mar-
ried for 17 years and have two grown 
daughters and a son about to start 
his 5th year in college. There’s one 
grandchild with a second on the way. 
My son Joe, about to embark on the 
profession of photography, seems to 
be the only one with the train gene 
affl iction.

While I was still employed in 
teaching—June of 1990 to be pre-
cise—Paul Busse, just back from the 
Garden Railway Convention in San 
Diego, came to me with the idea of 
forming the Greater Cincinnati Gar-
den Railway Society—so we could 
host the 1991 National Garden Rail-
way Convention here in Cincinnati 
which he, with NO club behind him—
strictly on his own—had volunteered 
to do! From that humble start, the 
GCGRS was founded in August, over 
100 members signed on by January 
of 1991, and the best Garden Railway 
convention to that date was held in 
June of 91 at the Drawbridge Inn in 
Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky.

I became quite active in the 
GCGRS. Between that and being 
married with young kids, was drawn 
away from the live steam. I’ve been 
the club’s newsletter editor from about 
the second or third issue to the pres-
ent. As there was no formal club 

How the Big Train Project Got Started  
by Larry Kohl

The Big Train Project consists of the construction, operation and maintenance of 
the very large G-scale model railroad that will be the centerpiece of the EnterTRAINment Junction 
train-themed family entertainment complex located off I-75 at exit 22 in West Chester, Ohio just north 
of the Cincinnati metropolitan area.
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organization originally, I gradually 
assumed the job of conducting meet-
ings and, when formally organized, 
became the GCGRS President and 
have been ever since.

When I retired from teaching 
in 1996, I worked with Paul Busse 
as the Train Tech Guy for his com-
pany, Applied Imagination. After six 
and one half years Paul and I parted 
ways and I have been doing busi-
ness as Larry Koehl Garden Railway 
Services.

Don Oeters was a GCGRS char-
ter member and his fi rst garden rail-
way was on the convention tour in 
1991. His second was on tour for the 
1995 and 2002 GCGRS hosted con-
ventions as well. During my associa-
tion with Paul Busse I became well 
acquainted with Don. About three 
and one half years ago, Don hired 
me to do some electrical work on his 
American Flyer layout. While work-
ing under his layout, Don sat down 
on the fl oor nearby and we got to 
talking and somehow the conversation 
turned to things we would do to ful-
fi ll our model railroad dreams given 
resources and proper circumstances. 
Being divorced and being a retired 
teacher I had no resources so I had no 
illusions of my ideas being anything 
more than dreams.

It originated with a visit to 
Northlands in Flemington, NJ a few 
years before. The idea was to take a 
huge warehouse type building (HQ 
went out of business at about that 
time adding fuel to the imagination) 
and build a very large G-scale layout, 
provide space for clubs in other scales 
to build layouts, have meeting rooms, 
etc. I had in mind a “VFW hall for 
model railroaders and train enthu-
siasts”. My dream was certainly not 
unique; I have since found out that 
others have had similar ideas. Don 
pointed out that it was a nice idea but 
only train lovers would visit and there 
wouldn’t be enough of them to pay for 
much more than the utilities let alone 
the mortgage, capital investment and 
cost of operation.

Unknown to me, Don got hooked 
by the idea and worked for about a 
year on ways to make it viable. After 
another six months he was ready to 
share his idea with me. We could 
have the world’s largest indoor train 
display by creating a facility that 
would be inviting to everyone, with 
reasons to come back and back and 
back again. It would also be a place 
for all train lovers to enjoy and cher-
ish, have meetings, social gatherings, 
and even provide a chance to play 
with their own trains on the world’s 
largest indoor layout, the only train-
oriented entertainment center of its 
kind anywhere.

It would be a project worth doing, 
involving the things we like most, 
something others would want to be 
a part of, something that all involved 
could be proud of, as well as a tremen-
dous gift to the community. 

Don asked me if we were to pro-
ceed with such an idea would I be 
willing to commit to it and see it 
through. A chill went down my spine, 
and a profound thought went through 
my mind—“What the neck, you only 
live once!” Suddenly, realizing that a 
dream of a lifetime was being offered 
on a silver platter, I swallowed hard 
and said, “YES!” With that, this train 
lurched forward and started rolling 
and has continued to accelerate ever 
since. I’m on this train now until it 
comes to into the station or goes into 
the ditch. With Don at the throttle I 
great confi dence we’ll come into that 
station!

When I walk through the build-
ing and see it happening and consider 
it’s beginnings I get that chill down 
my spine. I have to mentally pinch 
myself to realize this is really hap-
pening. When Don walks through 
and looks at the progress he’s excited 
like a kid on Christmas morning, and 
that my fi ends is what this is all about. 
We want every visitor to be excited 
the same way.

So, here I am. . . So here WE 
are .. . We share the dream... We’ve 
got the resources .. . And the dream is 
becoming a reality! c

Editor’s Note: Construction offi cially 
began on March 27th, after all permits 
had been obtained. We will be publish-
ing periodical updates regarding its 
progress.

LAYOUT MODELS

The bottom two pictures are study 
models constructed by Ray Hughes 
showing two parts of the Early Period 
area—the switchback/logging, top, 
and the coke ovens, bottom. Ray also 
made the 3rd picture up from the bot-
tom of the middle period coal mine. 
The large model below is the fi rst draft 
of the large whole layout model being 
constructed by Mike Crone.

Big Train Project
(Continued from page 18.)
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GORILLA GLUE—A very popular glue that 
we read about oft en. It has been discovered 
that once the container is opened, if not 
used quickly, begins to dry out and lose 
its waterproof qualities. In addition, in our 
northern climate, due to the extremes of 
heat and cold, it has been also found that 
it will not hold all that well.
CARRIAGE BOLT—Atlas HO scale nails 
1/2” long are the ideal item to duplicate 
the head of a carriage bolt. Th e head of the 
nail is round pronounced, and a deep black 
color to look like the real thing. Th ey can be 
purchased in a package of 400 for about $5 
from your local hobby train shop.
TURNOUT DERAILMENTS —Turnouts 
and crossovers are where derailments occur 
on a regular basis. Th e reasons for this have 
more to do with the frog and the ease of the 
railcar to jump the track. Th e simplest way 
to deal with this is to create a level platf orm 
under the ballast. You can use a long piece 
of slate or cut a piece of styrofoam to size 
and place it under the turnout.
RAIL LOADS—White PVC piping painted 
a light grey can resemble concrete culverts. 
Any household device that needs to be 
replaced can be torn apart and reveal a 
wealth of small screws and gears. I took 
apart an old printer and it contained gears, 
stainless steel tubing, and glass that can be 
used for windows.
LOGGING LOADS—Th ese look bett er 
when using colorful logs. Birch tree (white) 
and dogwood (red) shrubs can add that 
color. To preserve them use Clear Coat or 
an exterior varnish.
ROADWAYS—If at all possible, especially 
if you are not sure about roadway loca-
tion, don’t use poured concrete. A trip to 
a garden centre or lumberyard will reveal 
a variety of manmade stone. Keep in mind 
that a roadway need only be 8 inches wide. 
Most of these stone slabs are 8” wide and 2’ 
long. You can simulate asphalt using roofi ng 
shingles. To give your town square a more 
finished, sophisticated appearance use 
ceramic tile. Quite oft en, you can pick them 
up on sale or at a yard sale.

From the Newslett er of Ontario’s West Coast 
Garden Rail Society, January 21, 2007

During the Centennial frenzy 
we agreed to give North Platte rail-
fan Jack Thalkin a ride from North 
Platte to Cheyenne on the 6922, the 
unit we planned to donate for display 
in Cody Park. Jack played a key role 
in developing railroad displays in 
North Platte. The 6922 was also not-
ed for the being the unit in the famous 
“Big Then, Big Now” advertisement 
showing a Centennial and a Big Boy 
bursting through a UP shield. The 
6922 was also the number of a popu-
lar HO model of the Centennials.

I set the ride up for Jack through 
Bob. We also planned to give a pho-
tographer for Video Rails a ride 
from Cheyenne to Laramie with the 
same set of power. When Jack and 
I showed up at the departure yard I 
was surprised to see not only the 6922 
as the leader but two other Centen-
nials as well, trailed by three SD40s 
on our manifest. Good ol’ Bob. If one 
Centennial was good, three would 
be even better! Jack was so excited 
I thought he would run out of tape 
before we even left Bailey Yard.

On the fast ride west, the dis-
patcher was trying to pass a hot van 
train around us, but the van couldn’t 
catch us. Finally the dispatcher told 
us to slow down so the van could 
get in front us before we blocked the 
whole railroad all the way to Chey-
enne. Finally I saw the headlight of 
the van back on track 2 in my mirror. 
When he got abreast of us, the en-
gineer grabbed the radio and called 
over, “Jeez, you guys got enough 
power!?”

Anyway one day after that mem-
orable ride, Bob called me and said 
he was saving the 6936. It was in 
the best shape of the bunch left and 
we had been using it to ferry pas-
senger excursions between Denver 
and Speer near Cheyenne for Sher-
man Hill steam excursions. Knowing 
Bob’s opinion of the beasts, I was a 
little surprised and asked him about 
it. He seemed almost embarrassed 
and said, “Gee, we ought to save at 
least one of them!”

DDA40X (Continued from page 16.)

And that’s how the 6936 came 
to fame.

 UP 6936 In Service

Fans of the Centennial units became 
concerned in late 2000 when they 
learned that last operating Centen-
nial, UP 6936, may be retired. On 
November 30, 2000, the unit was 
involved in a tragic grade crossing 
accident at  Vacherie, La., 20 miles 
north of New Orleans. The accident 
resulted in the death of a truck driver 
and of a UP employee who was in 
the unit’s cab. UP 6936 was sent to 
North Little Rock for evaluation of 
its wreck damage, and stayed there 
pending a decision of whether or not 
it should be repaired, or simply re-
tired and scrapped. Fortunately, the 
public and shipper relations value 
of the unit dictated its repair and on 
May 2, 2001 it was released from the 
shops. To prevent any more similar 
accidents, the nose door was slightly 
modifi ed to improve its safety.

The unit also received a smaller 
version of the newly adopted nose 
wings that were being applied to 
UP’s wide nose units. UP 6936 was 
being used regularly at the head of 
special trains, such as an engineering 
special that traveled along the rail-
road’s routes in the upper Midwest 
in August 2002.

(Continued on page 21.)
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DDA40X (Continued from page 18.)

Preserved UP Centennial Units (14 units)

ROAD
NUMBER
DISPLAY NOTES DATE OF DISPLAY

6900 Donated to City of Omaha, Nebraska November 1986

6901 Donated to City of Pocatello, Idaho; displayed in Ross Park with a steam 2-8-2 
and a CA-1 wooden caboose

March 1986.

6911 Donated to Mexico Institute of Technology, Mexico City March 1985

6913 Donated to State of Texas, displayed at Texas State Fairgrounds, Dallas, Texas  March 1986

6915 Donated to Southern California Railway & Historical Society, Pomona, California, 
displayed at California State Fairgrounds, Pomona, California adjacent to UP 
4-8-8-4  #4014.

July 1987

6916 Donated to Ogden Union Station, Ogden, Utah January 1986

6922 Donated to City of North Platte, Nebraska; displayed at Cody Park October 1985

6925 Stored at Chamberlain, South Dakota on Dakota Southern Railroad; parts 
missing; not offi cially preserved

April 1987

6930 Donated to Smoky Hill Railway & Historical Society, Shawnee Mission, Kansas; 
traded to Illinois Railway Museum in exchange for former Wabash coaches

August 1985

6930 Illinois Railway Museum October 1991

6936 Last operating UP DDA40X still in service, used for special trains.  

6938 On display at Jenks Shops, North Little Rock, Arkansas November 1989

6944 Donated to National Museum of Transportation, St. Louis, Missouri August 1984

6946 Donated to Feather River Rail Society, Portola, California August 1984

Selected Sources:
D. S. Neuhart, Speech to the Annual Meeting of the Locomotive Mainte-

nance Offi cer’s Association, Chicago, Illinois, September 15, 1969.

Jerry T. Moyers and Jim Boyd, “Last of the Giants,” Railfan, Volume 1, 
Number 4, Fall 1975, pp. 38-45

News items in various issues in 1969 to 1985 of CTC Board, Extra 2200 South, 
Pacifi c News, Pacifi c Rail News, The Mixed Train, plus messages posted 
to numerous Internet discussion groups between 1995 and 2002.

Emails from Dave Krumenacker on January 15, 2003 and April 26, 2003.  c LSOL.COM

Got
LSOL?



FEATURING: 

� Foremost model train manufacturers  
   displaying and demonstrating their  
   latest and greatest products. 
 

� Detailed operating train layouts in 
   various scales from model railroad  
   clubs and historical groups. 
 

� World-class collections of historic 
   locomotives and railroad cars at the  
   Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania and 
   toys and model trains at the National Toy  
   Train Museum...and more! 

RAILROAD MUSEUM OF PENNSYLVANIA  
PA Route 741, P. O. Box 125, Strasburg, PA 17579 

717/687-8628 � www.rrmuseumpa.org 
 

Administered by the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission,  
with the active support of the Friends of the Railroad Museum. 

 

ALL ABOARD… 
 

for two days of trains, history and excitement for all ages, 
from the novice to the expert model railroader!  The 
entire family can take advantage of hands-on sessions—
easy to advanced—and presentations like: 
 

� Getting Started In Collecting Model Trains 
� Building LEGO® Layouts 
� 10 Ways To Involve Kids In  
   Model Railroading 
� Setting The Stage: Basic Scenery  
   (also great for miniaturists and  
   doll house hobbyists!) 
� On Track With Laying Track 
� Going Digital 
� Trains Around The Holiday  
   Tree & Beyond 
� A Model Railroader’s Tool Box 
� Researching Prototypes 
 

Create your own tree and plant it on the Railroad 
Museum’s Pennsylvania Landscapes operating HO layout! 

MODEL RAILROADING DAYS 
Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania 
National Toy Train Museum 

 

Saturday, October 13 & Sunday, October 14, 2007 

NATIONAL TOY TRAIN MUSEUM  
300 Paradise Lane, P. O. Box 248, Strasburg, PA 17579 

717/687-8623 � www.nttmuseum.org 

All sessions will be filled on a limited, first-come basis.  Model Railroading Days activities may be subject to change without notice. 

SUPER VALUE COMBINATION TICKET*  
   Per person, per day, for admission to both museums: 

 

� Adult—Ages 17 and over:  $10.00    
� Youth—Ages 6 to 16:  $6.00 
� Children—Under age 6:  Free of charge 
� Friends of the Railroad Museum members & Train  
   Collectors Association members:  Free of charge 
 

Otherwise, regular admissions to both museums apply. 
 

*Available in advance or at the door.  No other discounts apply.  
Free shuttle service between museums will be available  
for combination ticket holders and museum members. 

GARDEN RAILWAYS HOME TOUR 
 

Enjoy a special, self-guided tour of seven 
beautiful Lancaster County private home 

garden railways and model railroad displays! 
 

Sunday, October 14, 2007, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Separate admission, for the general public  

and museum members—Ages 6  
and over :  $6.00 per person.   

 

Tickets are available in advance or on the day  
of the event, beginning at noon.  Rain or shine. 

Real Trains. Real History. Real Excitement.
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Getting your newsletter delivered late? Missing 
important information? Convert your subscrip-
tion to e-mail today and you’ll never look back!

REMINDER!
Train Enthusiasts Night

Thursday, June 28 • 6-8 pm
Morris Arboretum
Free admission for SEPGRS

Refreshments
Special box car door prize

Vendor tables too!

LGBoA to proceed 
with production
Offi cial press release from LGB of America  June 5, 2007

LGB of America announced today that it will proceed with 

plans to produce its own G scale trains and accessories. 

LGBoA also announced that its existing inventories of LGB 

products are generally very good and that it is working with 

many long-time LGB suppliers on its production efforts.

“Our constant goal is to provide consumers with the quality 

LGB products they want,” said Tony Castellano, President 

of LGB of America. “We purchased a tremendous amount of 

LGB before production ended at Lehmann. We have already 

announced our new ‘USRA 0-6-0’ loco, and we plan to 

have fresh inventory before the start of the holiday selling 

season.”

Castellano also noted that LGBoA has been adding, and will 

continue to add, other product lines from around the “World 

of LGB.” LGBoA recently announced that it has become 

the exclusive importer, distributor, and service center for 

the BRAWA G scale line, expanding its program to include 

LGB, PIKO, Bridgewerks, EMEK, and BRAWA products. The 

LGBoA team will be on hand at the upcoming 23rd National 

Garden Railway Convention in Las Vegas, Nev., June 27-29 

(Booths 328-330).  c

DO ELEPHANTS REALLY HAVE MEMORIES?
AN INTERESTING STORY! (Contributed by Clair dise)

In 1986, Mkele Mbembe was on holiday in Kenya  after graduating from North-
western University. On a hike through the bush, he came across a young bull ele-

phant standing with one leg raised in the air. The elephant seemed 
distressed, so Mbembe approached it very carefully. He got 

down on one knee and inspected the elephant’s foot and found 
a large piece of wood deeply embedded in it. As carefully and 
as gently as he could, Mbembe worked the wood out with 
his hunting knife, after which the elephant gingerly put 
down its foot.

The elephant turned to face the man, and with a 
rather curious look on its face, stared at him for several tense 
moments. Mbembe stood frozen, thinking of nothing else but 

being trampled. Eventually the elephant trumpeted loudly, 
turned, and walked away.

Mbembe never forgot that elephant or the events of 
that day.

Twenty years later, Mbembe was walking through the 
Chicago Zoo with his teen aged son. As they approached the 

 elephant enclosure, one of the creatures turned and walked over to near 
where Mbembe and his son Tapu were standing. The large bull elephant 

stared at Mbembe, lifted its front foot off the ground, then put it down. The 
elephant did that several times then trumpeted loudly, all the while staring at the man. Remembering the encounter in1986, 
 Mbembe couldn’t help wondering if this was the same elephant.

Mbembe summoned up his courage, climbed over the railing and made his way into the enclosure. He walked right up to the 
elephant and stared back in wonder. The elephant trumpeted again, wrapped its trunk around one of Mbembe’s legs and slammed 
him against the railing, killing him instantly.

Probably wasn’t the same elephant.  c
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Please help YOUR club’s leaders help YOU!   If you change your 
address, TELL ME!   If you change your phone number, TELL ME!  

 If you have e-mail, and you change your address, TELL ME!  TELL ME 
by e-mailing me (Lee Ann Sabatini) at leesorchid@comcast.net
or by calling me at (610) 873-6315.

Open House Anyone?

Open House Anyone?

Call Tom Sabatini

 today @ 610-873-6315

 and get on our Summer-

  Fall Calendar!

The SEPGRS Newsletter is published by PETERPICA Productions, 4725 Albert Road, Bensalem, PA 19020. The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the authors 
and no not necessarily represent the opinions of the Society. Questions or comments regarding the Newsletter’s content or format may be directed to peterpica@comcast.net.

SEPGRS SUMMER CALENDARSEPGRS SUMMER CALENDAR • 20072007
DATE EVENT

June 29th & 30th, 1:00–4:00 p.m. Navy Bob Fletcher • Lehigh Valley, PA

▶SEPGRS
EVENT July 14th, & 15th, 1:00–5:00 p.m. Larry Imhoff ‘s Open House • Lititz, PA

July 14th–16th LGB Festival • Nürnberg, Germany

▶SEPGRS
EVENT July 29th, 1:00–4:00 p.m. Dave Yori’s’s Open House • West Chester, PA

▶SEPGRS
EVENT Saturday, August 4th John Tomchick’s Open House • Williamstown, NJ

Tues.–Sat., August 7th-11th
Circus Builders National Convention at Penna. RR 
Museum, Strasburg, PA

▶SEPGRS
EVENT Fri.-Sat, September 22nd & 23rd Club Trip to East Broad Top RR & Horseshoe Curve

▶SEPGRS
EVENT Fri.-Sat, October 13th & 14th Model RR Days, PA RR Museum, Strasburg, PA

Ken Donohoe’s, Wilmington, DE:
       Wed, July 18, Wed, Aug 18, Wed, Sept 19 (6–8 pm)

Sat., Nov. 3 (1–4pm)

You’re Invited!
On Saturday June 30th and Sunday July 1st, I will have an Open House 
on my Raspberry Thyme Railroad each day from noon to 4 PM. This is 
intended primarily for the Lehigh Valley Large Scalers (LVLS) but SEPGRS 
members are welcome. In event of real bad weather you can call 610-746-
0842 to see if we are running. If you visited in the past, I have added another 
loop and should have several trains in operation—all track powered. You can 
bring any of your equipment to run, particularly battery powered remote 
control trains that can run on the mainline along with the track powered train. 

The narrow gauge area is separate and 
live steam is permitted but the track does 
go inland away from the retaining wall.

Directions: (from Philly) Take the North-
east Extension to Lehigh Valley and go 
east on US-22. Go about 8 miles and take 
PA-191 north to Newburg traffi c light. Go 
straight about 200’ and bear left on PA-
946. Go 2 miles to light at PA-248. Go 
straight another two miles. Look for Yost 
Road on left and just after that take a right 
on Schroettner Circle. We are last house 
on left at 2100. If you are bringing equip-
ment to run you can pull down driveway 
and park on grass in front of motorhome.

 Pond action on the Raspberry Thyme RR 


